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Composition Notebooks

Intentionally keeping a daily diary is difficult and usually
a drag to write and a drag to read. A more interesting
diary of a very different sort will spontaneously show
itself if we begin to put bits and pieces of everything that
concerns us through the day in one place: the
composition notebook.

Keeping an active comp book is at the heart of this class. U
You'll be expected to completely fill at least three of them [} ‘

over the course of the semester and to do so, you'lineed | {§]

to take this task seriously. Keep the comp book with you § ‘

at all times - or as often as you can--and use it for e

everything. Along with diary pages, writing and drawing THIS
assignments, I'd like you to use it for work in other N'GOMETHING LIKE

classes you may have, lecture notes, ideas, rants, plans, T™HIS
insults, first drafts of any sort on any subject, reviews.
And I'd like you to include some of the ephemera from
your daily life: ticket stubs, candy wrappers, receipts,
labels, weird handouts, stickers, notes found on the
street, torn out pictures, etc. You can glue or tape them
in. Decorate the covers any way you wish. Think of your
composition notebook as a catch-all that collects samples
from all of the elements of your day-to-day life.
Unexpected juxtapositions of these elements can lead to
stories you can use in class. Patterns start to emerge
that can be very helpful in trying to understand what this
thing I call ‘the back of the mind’ is up to. [ think of the
comp book as a place for the back of the mind to come
forward. If you keep up with your comp book all
semester, when it comes time to decide what your

final project should be about, your composition notebook
will already contain the answer.

“ 1. RELAX AN
A SPIRAL FOR ABoUT
A MINUTE WHILE RE-
£ MEMBERING THE DAM AS
F/N@GNO) 'T ComeS To You it
Y . SPEND 2 MINV
v*“:\(’ wi?'milo- DOWN 7 oR SO
8 YN INGS YOU PID
J\{' SPEND 2 MINVTE S
Y AT WRITING DOWN
ECONDS TO WR ITE
S i O ETHNG SomeoNt =21
2R s, 5. DRRWQ,é%SR%"”” £
R ~cmesre— —

&4 =3 = .

. ."'-..“" '3"“ T e Wb PN g B e o Vi 3 L e LA R i bk an PV L .
i %&SK'-i‘lf-far"r:i'k}':;rm:-:.-;v-«--'4'-“---»,‘&*-:%'.«"zw'?‘“ﬁr.:"-?if?r.‘:ﬁa;t;;.,,ﬁ;i _‘,m’ﬁ*‘-'f‘"Mi%;{%.mmtmmwa oML

.




Yov MAY _—

8 FIiNnD Yook~
. SELF STARING ;

AT SOME - e

| THING FOoR

| “No REASON'

A LABEL

BY NO~ |
* TICING
B WHAT

_ YOUNoTe @i
4 AS You GO

. ABOUT YouR | | . ON A BotrLE
EDAY,Yovg_o 1 Z /Z ofF JUICE,
SOMETIMES 'L ‘HNU it
= INTENTlON;\w_.’
AND OTHER 7
"1"&&5 BY |
¢ \DENT.
BOTH SORTS i ORYTOU MAY e
G SHOULD BE -.; — —
WELCOME -'_- d L\ g\ } seccrac-
IN YOUR g : 2 . ULAR = .
L\sT OF ¢ £ A FIGRT
THINGS You ‘1 1 | ORA FIRE
b DIp. INCLWDE
7 710\0 mmesq |
» EACH DAY, | E%‘OM f Q:‘Lgﬂfe —
o 1 OF Som CON Youve
,._Ab_l_l'.!_t%_iﬁﬂ i laou, Saw | l-.[._It_‘S'l:JOF ,
TOWRAT d X - THINGS '
' PEOPLE ARE _ A0 20 A N g&%w.
- SAY\NG ,.‘ SR oND ¢ IS oe ke .
il | | THEM NERE,
CON\IE'E-SR’ : e a3
TIONS ARE ust A

: QU\CK SKETC.H AVOID

¥ PICKING THE EASIEST
T THING To DRAWT PICK
' SOMe-mmo- mmrs A cap.ueu

+ FULL OF (00D LINES, PAY

© ATENTION TO HOW PEOPLE <

REALLY SPEAK . WRITE DOWNTE
W HAT THE 5 SAB L

o




